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‘:It is the time of year when you
may be thinking about taking

~"  your family on a summer vacation.
KEEY.COM

If money is holding you back, you're in luck.
In this special report, Action News
= will introduce you to a program that allows
4 vacationers to travel abroad without paying
# for lodging.

L= Think of it as a home away from home. For
years, vacationers have been swapping
houses using the program "Home Exchange.
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_ A San Luis Obispo couple we talked
with would not travel any other way, and
l even the movie industry has taken notice.
5 Home Exchange was featured in the movie
"The Holiday" starring Cameron Diaz and
k& Kate Winslet. And while these A-listers do
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not need to worry about spending money on
vacations, the rest of us do. That's where

More Links .
Home Exchange comes in.

» Home Exchange

"You put your house on the Internet and

then wait for someone to contact you or you

can contact them," said Chris Davis sitting
along side his wife, Kathy.

These proud house swappers have exchanged homes with total strangers
14 times.

"We're working on number 15. In two weeks we're going to go to Mexico,
and hopefully 16 will be to Rome in August,” said Chris.

From England, to London, to a houseboat in the South of France, the
Davis' have traveled the world without spending a dime on lodging.

"We've done two or three a year for the last few years. | don't think we'd
be able to afford to do that if it weren't for the exchange program,”
answered Chris when asked about the savings he and his wife have
incurred using Home Exchange.

In exchange, tourists come here and stay in the Davis' San Luis Obispo
home to experience the Central Coast.

The immediate concerns come to mind: privacy, security and safety. The
Davis' said there has never been a problem. "What has happened is
people leave the house exactly the way they found it and we do the same
thing," said Kathy.

Home swappers are responsible for the upkeep of the home and
sometimes they are left in charge of caring for the family pet.

It seems like a small price to pay for what you get in return: a home
away from home, anywhere in the world.

It does cost $99 for a one-year Home Exchange membership. It
comes with a guarantee that if you do not swap homes, the second year
is free.
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Terms of Use: We welcome your participation in our community. Please keep your comments civil and
on point. You must be at least 13 years of age to post comments. By submitting a comment, you agree
to these Terms of Service

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login or register
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“%rmw For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of
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