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A holiday chick-flick has caused upwards of 20,000 people to join
HomeExchange.com

A little more than a year ago, a travel company called HomeExchange.com
www.homeexchange.com) was simply one of several companies working in the field of
vacation and home exchanges ("vou stay in their home while they stay in yours™). Then
some folks in Hollywood produced an utterly unrealistic but wildly enthusiastic film about 3
home exchange (The Holiday, starring Cameron Diaz and Kate Winslet) in which the owner
of a palatlal mansion in southern California SWaps (for a time) her gigantic residence-with-
swimming-pool-and-grounds for a cozy cottage in Great Britain. And reference was made in
the film to HomeExchange.com, which 1s portrayed as bringing about the fictitious swap.
The entire transaction, as depiu:tecl in the film, took less than 24 hours to arrange.

A firestorm of bookings occurred. The phones rang off the hook, and thousands of persons
all over the world rushed to add their homes or apartments to the vacation inventory of
HomeExchange.com. At the Los Angeles Times Travel Show, where I spoke this past
weekend, the owner of HomeExchange.com was in attendance, along with his expanded
staff and a recently-hired public relations representative. His firm has skyrocketed in size,
and charges a fee of $99 3 year for its assistance. If you don't snare an exchange the first
yvear, you get the second year free.

HomeExchange.com now has 20,000 listings -- repeat, 20,000 homes and apartments
around the world whose owners are eager to exchange with yours'. While
HomeExchange.com may not be the largest such exchange firm, it's obviously contending
for the top spot, and should be considered for yvour own next vacation.

Let me add my own comment on the practice of "home-exchanging”. It i1s the single most
logical, sensible, economical and rewarding method of travel. It permits vou to use an asset
-- your own home or apartment -- to enjoy a free-or-charge stay in someone else's home or
apartment. You live at the destination as a resident, not a tourist. And you enjoy a vacation
that more and more Americans have decided is the "way to go” in these days of a weak

U.5. dollar.
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